Surgical pathology of cancer of the oral cavity and oropharynx.
A study was designed to determine the influence of certain surgical pathologic findings on tumor spread and survival in patients with cancer of the oral cavity and oropharynx. All patients with the histopathological diagnosis of carcinoma of the oral cavity or oropharynx from 1955 to 1983 were included in the study. Using the Head and Neck Tumor Registry of the department of otolaryngology of the Washington University School of Medicine, information was obtained regarding preoperative evaluation, staging, classification, diagnosis, treatment, surgical pathology parameters, and outcome results. The patient populations consisted of 545 patients with oral cavity cancer and 224 patients with oropharynx cancer, all of whom were eligible for 3-year follow-up. Information from a retrospective analysis of the pretreatment examination records regarding site and size of the primary tumor and neck dissection, and specific treatment, and from surgical pathology reports regarding site, size, tumor spread and resection margins, was correlated with treatment outcome. The database file was analyzed using dbase III and its companion program Framework, and SAS PC (Statistical Analysis Systems for personal computers).